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Ladies and Gentlemen ,

With the opening of this conference, | would like to draw your attention
on two major points:

First: the subject you will be discussing during the three coming days is
almost new to most of us, scholars and audience. We all know about
Ameen Rihani the man of letters, the essayist, the novelist, the poet,
the political thinker, and the social reformer, but little we know about
Rihani the Philosopher. This fact makes your task more difficult, as well
as more interesting. Philosophers from Lebanon and Egypt have written
about the Philosophy of Rihani, however yet major aspects of his
philosophy are yet to be discovered .

Second: this conference is distinguished by the large diversity of the
scholar— participants: eight countries, from East and West, fourteen
different universities, research centers and institutes, and six language
backgrounds. Out of the total participants the gender is divided into

54% female and 46% male scholars; the specialty is distributed as



follows: 27% are Rihani specialists, 52% are writing for the first time
about Rihani, and 21% are in between. These interesting figures,
prepared by the Institute of Lebanese Thought at the University, would
add a special value to the presentations, discussions and proceedings
of the conference .

Finally, | am pleased to welcome you all, to Notre Dame University -
Louaize, particularly to this conference, and | wish you, all the success
in your three—day significant work. Please enjoy your stay with us .

Thank you all.
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